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Ecclesiastes

Background: 1 Kings 3:3-15
   2 Chronicles 1:7-13
   2 Chronicles 9:22-28
   1 Kings 4:29-34
   1 Kings 10:14
   1 Kings 11:1-13

I. INTRODUCTION     1:1-11
 
 A. Theme  1:1,2

 B. Life Under the Sun  1:3-11
    

II. DISCONTENTMENT

A.   Solomon’s Experience   1:12 - 2:26
  
  1. Discovery Concerning Wisdom  1:12-18

   a. Wisdom cannot change life

   b. Wisdom brings sorrow and dissatisfaction
       
  2. Solomon’s Experiment  2:1-26
   
   a. Pleasures do not bring contentment  2:1-11
   
   b. Wisdom vs. foolishness  2:12-17
    i. during life wisdom is better than foolishness 2:12-14
    ii. death comes to both  2:14-17
    iii. so I hated my life  2:17

   c. I hate my toil and achievements  2:18-26
    i. everything must be left to a fool or...  2:18-21
    ii. work brings sorrow and vexation  2:22,23
    iii. the best a man can do...  2:24-26
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B. Solomon’s Observations  3:1 - 6:12   
  
  1. Times and Seasons  3:1-22

   a. A time for every matter under the sun  3:1-8

   b. God has put eternity in man’s heart, but...  3:9-11

   c. The best man can do...  3:12,13

d. Nothing can be added to or taken from what God has done 3:14,15

   e. A time for judgment  3:16-22
    i. God will judge both the wicked and the righteous    3:16,17
    ii. men are no better than animals  3:18-20
    iii. who knows whether the spirit of man goes upward?   3:21,22

  2. Various Observations  4:1 - 5:9
   a. There is no comforter for the oppressed  4:1-3

   b. Two problems from toil and skill in work  4:4-6
    i. effort and skill in work come from envy
    ii. idleness leads to self-destruction
    iii. better is a handful of quietness... 

   c. The problem of not having others to enjoy one’s labor  4:7-12

d. Better a poor wise youth than an old foolish king  4:13-16

   e. Fear God, do not sin with your mouth in worship  5:1-7

   f. The haves oppress the have nots  5:8,9  
    
  3. Wealth and Honor  5:10 - 6:12

   a. Money does not satisfy  5:10-12

   b. Money can hurt  5:13-17
    i. when selfishly hoarded  5:13
    ii. when inheritance is lost due to bad ventures  5:14
    iii. because you cannot take it with you  5:15,16 
    iv. can destroy one’s health  5:17
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   c. God gives some the power to enjoy wealth and 
    possessions  5:18-20

d. Many are those to whom God does not give the power to enjoy 
wealth and possessions  6:1-6

   e. Man’s appetite is never satisfied  6:7-9

f. Who knows what is good for a man?  Life passes like a shadow.  
Who knows what comes next?  6:10-12 

PARENTHESIS:  A Series of Proverbs  7:1 - 8:2

III. INJUSTICE AND THE INEVITABILITY OF DEATH  8:2 - 9:16; 11:7 - 12:8

A.   When Man Has Power Over Man To His Hurt  8:2-9
  1. Be Loyal to the King  8:2-4

  2. Good Comes to Those Who Obey  8:5

  3. No Man Has Power Over the Day of Death  8:6-9
       
 B.   The Wicked Will Be Judged By God  8:10-13
  
 C. Injustice Concerning The Righteous And Wicked  8:14-17
  1. Injustice Happens  8:14

  2. The Best a Man Can Do...  8:15

  3. Man Cannot Understand God’s Working  8:16,17   

 D. The Fate Of The Righteous And Wicked  9:1-10
  1. The Same Fate  9:1-3

  2. The Living Have Hope  9:4,5

  3. The Dead Are Gone  9:6

  4. The Best a Man Can Do...  9:7-10

 E.   Time And Chance Control Mankind  9:11,12

 F.   The Poor Wise Man And The King  9:13-16
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PARENTHESIS:  A Series of Proverbs  10:1 - 11:6

 G.   Advice For The Young  11:7 - 12:8
  1. Rejoice in Life but Remember  11:7-10

   a. The days of darkness will be many  11:8

   b. God will judge you  11:9,10

  2. Remember Your Creator Before the Evil Days Come  12:1-8

   a. Days with no sun are coming  12:1,2

   b. Before your body wears out and you cannot sleep 
    at night  12:3,4

   c. Before fears come, productive days pass, and desires 
    cease  12:5

   d. Before you no longer drink from the well of life, your body 
    turns to dust and God takes back the spirit he gave  12:6-8

IV. CONCLUSION     12:9-14

 A. The Teacher’s Goal  12:9,10
  1. To Teach Knowledge Through Proverbs  12:9

  2. To Find Words of Delight  12:10

  3. To Teach Words of Truth

 B. Obey Words Of Wisdom  12:11,12
  1. They Are Like Goads  12:11

  2. They Are Firmly Fixed by One Shepherd

  3. Beware of Anything Outside God’s Wisdom  12:12
   
 C. Fear God  12:13,14
  1. Fear God; Keep His Commandments  12:13

  2. God Will Judge Every Deed  12:14
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