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THE EARLY CHURCH IS EMPOWERED  
FOR EXPANSION BY THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 
ACTS 1:1 � 12:24 

 
 

 

I. 1:1 � 2:47 The Jerusalem Church Is Empowered By The Holy Spirit 

Acts 2:47 �And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved.� 

 

II. 3:1 � 6:7 The Jerusalem Church Overcomes Hindrances To Growth 

Acts 6:7 �So the word of God spread.  The number of disciples in 
Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests 
became obedient to the faith.� 

 

III. 6:8 � 9:31 The Jerusalem Church Is Scattered By Jewish 
Persecution:  And Is Opened To Samaritans 

 
Acts 9:31 �Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria 

enjoyed a time of peace.  It was strengthened and 
encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in 
the fear of the Lord.� 

 

IV. 9:32 � 12:24 The Church Is Opened To Gentiles:  And 
Experiences Its� First Persecution By Gentiles 

 
Acts 12:24 �But the word of God continued to increase and spread.� 
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I. 1:1 � 2:47  The Jerusalem Church Is Empowered By The Holy Spirit 
 

A. The Church is Prepared for the Outpouring of the Holy Spirit  1:1-26 
 

1. By the teaching of Jesus  1:1-8 (9-11) 

 

 

2. By united prayer  1:12-14 

 

 

3. By the selection of a replacement for Judas Iscariot  1:15-26 

 

 

B. The Holy Spirit is Poured Out in Power  2:1-47 

1. The Actions of the Holy Spirit  2:1-4 

 

 

 

2. The Reactions of the Crowd  2:5-13 
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3. The Explanation by Peter  2:14-41 

2:14-21 

 

   2:22-36 

 

   2:37 

 

   2:38-41 

 

4. The Actions of the Believers  2:42-46 

 

5. The Outcome  2:47 

 

      

II. 3:1 � 6:7  The Jerusalem Church Overcomes Hindrances To Growth 

A. External Hindrances:  Persecution of the apostles by Jewish Priest and 
the Sanhedrin  3:1 � 4:36;  5:12-42 

 
1. Overcoming the First Persecution  3:1 � 4:36 
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a. The Persecution of Peter and John  3:1 � 4:22 

3:1 � 4:2 

 

    4:3-7 

 

    4:8-12 

 

    4:13-18 

 

    4:19-20 

 

    4:21-22 

  

b. Overcoming Persecution by Prayer  4:23-31 

 

c. Overcoming Persecution by the Spirit  4:32-37  
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2. Overcoming The Second Persecution  5:12-42 

a. The Persecution of the Apostles  5:12-40 

5:12-16 

 

5:17-18 

 

5:19-20 � Overcoming Persecution by Miraculous 
Deliverance and Courageous Obedience 

 

5:21-28 

 

5:29-32 

 

5:33-39, 40  

b. Overcoming Persecution by Suffering and Joyful Endurance  
5:41-42 

 

B. Internal Hindrances:  Sins of Commission and Omission 

1. Ananias and Sapphira  5:1-11 

 

2. Mistreatment of the Hellenistic Widows  6:1-6 

 

C. Outcome  6:7 
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III. 6:8 � 9:31     The Jerusalem Church Is Scattered By Jewish 
Persecution:  And Is Opened To Samaritans 

 
A. Stephen  6:8 � 8:4 

1. Stephen and his Accusers  6:8-15 

 

2. Stephen�s Defense  7:1-53 

 

3. Stephen�s Martyrdom  7:54-60 

 

4. Stephen�s Death Opens a Wave of Persecution Against the Church  
8:1-4 

 
 
 

B. Philip in Samaria  8:5-40 

1. Philip Evangelizes a Samaritan Town  8:5-13 

 

2. Peter and John Affirm the Samaritan Work  8:14-25 

 

3. Philip Evangelizes an Ethiopian Eunuch  8:26-39 

 

4. Philip Evangelizes on the Coast  8:40 
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C. Saul  9:1-30 

1. The Persecutor is Converted  9:1-9 

 

2. The Lord Instructs Ananias Concerning Saul  9:10-16 

 

3. Ananias Ministers to Saul  9:17-19 

 

4. Saul in Damascus  9:19-25 

 

5. Saul in Jerusalem  9:26-30 

 

6. Outcome  9:31 

 
 
 
 
IV. 9:32 � 12:24 The Church Is Opened To Gentiles:  And 

Experiences Its� First Persecution By Gentiles 
 

A. Peter Continues the Ministry on the Coast  9:32-43 
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B. The First Gentile Convert, Cornelius  10:1 � 11:18 

1. Cornelius and the Angel  10:1-8 

 

2. Peter�s Vision  10:9-23 

 

3. Peter Evangelizes Cornelius  10:23-48 

 

4. Criticism by Jewish Believers  11:1-3 

 

5. Peter�s Explanation  11:4-18 

 

C. The Church at Antioch Evangelizes Many Gentiles  11:19-30 

 

 

D. Herod the Persecutor  12:1-23 

1. James martyred;  Peter imprisoned  12:1-5 

 

2. Peter�s Miraculous Deliverance  12:6-19 

 

3. Herod�s Death  12:19-23 

 

4. Outcome  12:24 


